1 it was pointed out by Dr A. H. Simpson and myself that, during labour, the pubic triangle?i.e., all in front, and inclusive of the anterior vaginal wall?is drawn up. The proof known then for this was given fully in that paper, and need not be recapitulated here. Since then the fact of this elevation has been corroborated in an atlas by Professor Chiara of Milan, giving vertical sections of a woman who died in labour while the foetus was undergoing spontaneous evolution.2 The plates show distinctly the elevation of the bladder above the syrn-1 Edinburgh Medical Journal, April 1879. In this elongation of the cervix, then, we get the pubic triangle drawn up. The bladder is thus elevated, but owing to the firmer connexion between peritoneum and uterus than between bladder, abdominal wall, and peritoneum, the peritoneum strips off. After the pubic triangle has been so far elevated the cervix will yield more than it, and thus the peritoneum is completely drawn off the bladder. But it may be urged that the distention of the bladder may alone account for the elevation of it I have described. It does not, however, as I shall now show.
The bladder may be elevated above the pubis by distending it with water, or by distending the rectum forcibly. In these cases the bladder is pushed up, while during labour it is drawn up. The different causation makes a marked anatomical distinction. When the elevation of the bladder is due to a pushing up, the peritoneum is unaltered in its relations to it, as is seen in the plates published by Pirogoff, Legendre, Braune, and myself.4 If, however, we look at Braune's Tab. C,5 where the section is that of a woman in labour, then it can be well seen that the bladder is only tipped at its summit by the peritoneum. Litzmann thinks that the separa- This furrow, however, really indicates the thinning and elongation of the cervix plus the elevation of the pubic triangle, and thus in supra-pubic palpation a deduction must be made, which would be unnecessary, if the accoucheur could estimate the upper boundary of the thinning cervix at the sacral promontory.
